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[bookmark: _Toc385658625][bookmark: _Toc409962057]Purpose
The purpose of this document is to provide a high-level description of the process and requirements for Jurisdictions, Districts, and Precincts.  
Overview
[bookmark: _Toc385658628][bookmark: _Toc409962060]The term jurisdiction, in this context, refers to a geographic area defined by some attribute (e.g. school district, taxing district, precinct, etc.) and is not directly managed as a separate election artifact.  Districts are political boundaries which determine who may vote for a particular office or ballot measure.  Precincts are administrative artifacts created to simplify the management of voters.  All voters in a precinct have the same districts as much as possible however there are instances when precincts cross districts.  State law mandates that precincts can have no more than 1,500 registered voters.
The state determines the districts for all state level offices, the counties determine the districts for all county offices, and the cities and municipalities determine the districts for their offices.  Each county determines its precincts.  The county maintains, and is the authority for, all precinct and district information.
Counties use different approaches to manage the precinct and district information.  Some counties use a single point address mapping to precincts and districts, other counties use street-address ranges to map addresses to precincts and districts.  Either approach may make use of GIS data to facilitate the mapping process.  Even if GIS is not used in the mapping process it may be used as a quality assurance tool to check the mapping process.
The address–precinct/district mapping is maintained either in the county’s voter registration system, election management system, or separately in an Access database or spreadsheet.  If changes have occurred in this data the state WEI system is updated prior to an election.  The synchronization uses XML data files to update the WEI system and is performed by state election staff at the request of a county.
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[bookmark: _Toc385658629][bookmark: _Toc409962061]Requirement
Maintain all precincts and state, county, city, and municipality office district geographic descriptions.
Implement state district boundaries, county district boundaries, and city and municipality district boundaries by assigning each address in the county to its appropriate districts.
Assign each address in the county a unique precinct.
[bookmark: _Toc385658631][bookmark: _Toc409962063]Process Flow
A process flow diagram for Jurisdictions, Districts, and Precincts is appended to this document.  
[bookmark: _Toc385658638][bookmark: _Toc409962070]Use Cases & Functional Requirement
4.1 Election Management – Jurisdictions, Districts, Precincts
	Actors:
	State election staff, county election staff, WEI database, county database/spreadsheet

	Description:
	Maintain all precinct and district geographic descriptions and assign each address its appropriate precinct and office district values

	Pre-Conditions:
	Precinct and office district geographic descriptions are known

	Post-Conditions:
	Each address in the county has a unique precinct assigned and its appropriate office districts assigned

	Priority:
	High

	Frequency:
	As needed

	Included Use Cases:
	None

	Functional Requirements:
	· Gather district and precinct geographic descriptions
· Use GIS or other methodology to assign an address a unique precinct
· Use GIS or other methodology to assign districts for an address
· Record address – precinct and district mapping
· Use GIS or other methodology to check assignments 
· Update WEI database if necessary


Variations between Counties
· Some counties use GIS tools to facilitate assigning precincts and districts while others rely on more manual methods.
· Some counties map single addresses to precincts and districts while others use street – address ranges for the mapping.
· Some counties use GIS as a quality assurance tool to check address assignments.
· Counties record the assignment of addresses to precincts and districts in either their voter registration database, election management database, or in an Access database or spreadsheet.
Challenges and Opportunities
The following challenges and opportunities were identified:
· Some counties record precinct and district data in a separate database or spreadsheet which increases the risk of discrepancies between it and the voter assignments to precincts and districts.
· The VRDB and WEI have no address standardization or GIS software built in so voters sometimes have to select their county or they enter their address incorrectly which requires the county auditor to take extra steps to process their registration.
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