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[bookmark: _Toc385658625][bookmark: _Toc409962057]Purpose
The purpose of this document is to provide a high-level description of the process and requirements for identifying potentially deceased voters.
Overview
[bookmark: _Toc385658628][bookmark: _Toc409962060]Deceased voters need to be removed from the voter registration rolls. The Secretary of State coordinates with the Department of Health (DOH) to identify possible deceased voters whose registrations should be cancelled.  Additionally, Social Security Death Index (SSDI) data is used for deceased voter comparison checking. ERIC also provides lists of possibly deceased voters.

References
Below are documents referred to in this document or used as reference to create this specification.
	Title
	Source
	Owner

	
	In-person interviews and interview notes
	

	Death
	RCW 29A.08.510
	


[bookmark: _Toc385658629][bookmark: _Toc409962061]Requirement
Per RCW 29A.08.501, the registrations of deceased voters must be cancelled. RCW 29A.08.510(1) requires the Secretary of State to compare the VRDB to a list of persons in each county for whom a death certificate was prepared and cancel the registration of those deceased voters.
[bookmark: _Toc385658631][bookmark: _Toc409962063]Process Flow
A process flow diagram for identifying potentially deceased voters is appended to this document.
[bookmark: _Toc385658638][bookmark: _Toc409962070]Use Cases & Functional Requirement
1.1.40 – Identify Possible Deceased Voters
	Actors:
	DOH, VRDB user

	Description:
	Process to identify voter registrations of potentially deceased voters

	Pre-Conditions:
	List of residents for whom death certificates have been issued is received by the Secretary of State.

	Post-Conditions:
	Voters who may be deceased are flagged and the county processes the records.

	Priority:
	High

	Frequency:
	Monthly

	Included Use Cases:
	· 1.1.6 – Process Death List
· 1.1.31 – Change Registration Status

	Functional Requirements:
	· System must compare voters based on date of birth and address
· System must flag voters as potential deaths
· System must provide a means of resolving deaths in the VRDB.


Variations between Counties
· N/A
Challenges and Opportunities
The following challenges and opportunities were identified:
· The lack of a statewide registry of deceased voters compiled from DOH, SSDI, and ERIC data as well as manually entered obituary records.  
· DOB and address information is essential to identify correct voter to cancel.
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