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[bookmark: _Toc385658625][bookmark: _Toc409962057]Purpose
The purpose of this document is to provide a high-level description of the process and requirements for adding vote history.
Overview
State law requires that each step in the ballot delivery process be captured and documented.  The process includes recording which voters were issued ballots as well as who returned their ballot and voted in the election for which the ballot was issued. Voting credit is stored in both the local EMS system and the VRDB. When voter credit is applied to an inactive registration, the voter’s status is changed to active eliminating the voter from the list of inactive voters whose registrations may otherwise have been cancelled had vote history not been applied.  We have to activate a voter in order to process (signature verify/accept/challenge) a ballot so this status change should be done in advance of adding vote history.
The recording of vote history occurs after the signature on a received ballot is verified. Depending on the county, this activity may occur immediately following signature verification or after election certification.
[bookmark: _Toc385658628][bookmark: _Toc409962060]References
Below are documents referred to in this document or used as reference to create this specification.
	Title
	Source
	Owner

	
	In-person interviews and interview notes
	

	Record of Voters Issued a Ballot and Voters Who Returned a Ballot – Public Access
	RCW 29A.40.130
	

	Credit for Voting
	RCW 29A.60.180
	


[bookmark: _Toc385658629][bookmark: _Toc409962061]Requirement
Per RCW 29A.60.180, voters casting a valid ballot are credited with voting on their voter registration record.
[bookmark: _Toc385658631][bookmark: _Toc409962063]Process Flow
A process flow diagram for adding vote history is appended to this document.
[bookmark: _Toc385658638][bookmark: _Toc409962070]Use Cases & Functional Requirement
1.7.1 – Add Vote History
	Actors:
	User

	Description:
	Process to add vote history.

	Pre-Conditions:
	A voter exists in both the EMS system and the VRDB and casts a valid ballot in an election.

	Post-Conditions:
	Vote history is credited in the EMS system and VRDB.

	Priority:
	High

	Frequency:
	As needed

	Included Use Cases:
	· 1.1.17 – Find Voter Information
· 1.1.31 – Change Registration Status

	Functional Requirements:
	· System must provide the ability to add vote history.
· System must change a voter’s registration status from inactive to active when vote history is applied.


Variations between Counties
· Some EMS systems have a vote by mail module in which received ballots are recorded. This module is then the source for adding vote history.
· Some counties add vote history after an election has been certified. Other counties add vote history as ballots are processed.
· One county noted the ability to add vote history to a single voter. All others reported adding vote history through a batch process.  I believe all counties have this ability whether they are aware and use it or not. EMS systems must have the ability to “restore” a voter and their vote history if they are cancelled in error, thus the ability to enter individual vote history.
Challenges and Opportunities
The following challenges and opportunities were identified:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In the discussions with the counties, there was some confusion between recording ballot receipt with recording vote history. It was unclear from the discussions if these are synonymous events or sequential events. That is, if a ballot received from a voter and noted on the County’s website or on MyVote is later deemed to be invalid, does the voter get credit for having voted in that election.  It’s hard to believe a county would be confused by this….maybe they didn’t understand the question?  A voter is given credit for voting only when the ballot is valid.  If the ballot is challenged and later rejected by the Canvassing Board, that voter does not receive credit for voting.
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