
Ballot Design Tips & Tricks
Save room on the ballot



Instructions

How to vote

Use a dark blue or black ink 
pen to completely fill in the box  
to the left of your choice.
Vote for one in each race. 
If you vote for more than  
one, no votes will be counted  
for that race. 

If you make a mistake

Option 1

Option 3

Option 2

Draw a line through the  
entire measure response  
or candidate’s name.
Then you may make another 
choice.

Optional write-in

write-in

To vote for a candidate not listed 
for that race, fill in the box to 
the left of “write-in” and print the 
name on the line.
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Instructions

How to vote

Use a dark blue or black ink 
pen to completely fill in the box  
to the left of your choice.
Vote for one in each race. 
If you vote for more than  
one, no votes will be counted  
for that race. 

If you make a mistake
Draw a line through the  
entire measure response  
or candidate’s name.
Then you may make another 
choice.

Optional write-in
To vote for a candidate not listed 
for that race, fill in the box to 
the left of “write-in” and print the 
name on the line.

Start voting here
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Instructions

How to vote

Use a dark blue or black ink 
pen to completely fill in the box  
to the left of your choice.
Vote for one in each race. 
If you vote for more than  
one, no votes will be counted  
for that race. 

If you make a mistake

Option 1

Option 3

Option 2

Draw a line through the  
entire measure response  
or candidate’s name.
Then you may make another 
choice.

Optional write-in

write-in

To vote for a candidate not listed 
for that race, fill in the box to 
the left of “write-in” and print the 
name on the line.
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Instructions

How to vote

Use a dark blue or black ink pen to 
completely fill in the box to the left of 
your choice.
Vote for one in each race. If you vote 
for more than one, no votes will be 
counted for that race. 

If you make a mistake

Option 1

Option 3

Option 2

Draw a line through the entire measure 
response or candidate’s name.
Then you may make another choice.

Optional write-in

write-in

To vote for a candidate not listed for that 
race, fill in the box to the left of “write-in” 
and print the name on the line.
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5.1663 inches

2.03 inches

Instructions

How to vote

Use a dark blue or black ink 
pen to completely fill in the box  
to the left of your choice.
Vote for one in each race. 
If you vote for more than  
one, no votes will be counted  
for that race. 

If you make a mistake
Draw a line through the  
entire measure response  
or candidate’s name.
Then you may make another 
choice.

Optional write-in
To vote for a candidate not listed 
for that race, fill in the box to 
the left of “write-in” and print the 
name on the line.

Start voting here

Instructions

How to vote

Use a dark blue or black ink pen to 
completely fill in the box to the left of 
your choice.
Vote for one in each race. If you vote for 
more than one, no votes will be counted 
for that race. 

If you make a mistake
Draw a line through the entire measure 
response or candidate’s name.
Then you may make another choice.

Optional write-in
To vote for a candidate not listed for that 
race, fill in the box to the left of “write-in” 
and print the name on the line.

Start voting here
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Less images
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left: 10pt
right: 8pt

Difference of
1.2149 inches
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Official Ballot
Benton County, Washington
General Election
November 04, 2008 Precinct SAMPLE
1. Vote your ballot in private
2. Use a black or blue ink pen
3. Fill in the box to the left of your 
choice 
4. To correct any mistakes draw a 
line through the entire candidate's 
name. You then have the option of 
making another choice.
5. For a write-in candidate, fill in the 
write-in box and write the name of 
the candidate in the space provided
6. Vote for only one candidate in 
each race
7. If you sign or identify yourself on 
this ballot, it will not be counted
8. For additional information about 
disability access units, please call 
(509)736-3085 or (509)786-5618
9. Refer to your yellow Secrecy 
Envelope and Insert for additional 
instructions.

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 985
Initiative Measure No. 985 concerns 
transportation.
 
This measure would open high- occupancy 
vehicle lanes to all traffic during specified 
hours, require traffic light synchronization, 
increase roadside assistance funding, and 
dedicate certain taxes, fines, tolls and other 
revenues to traffic-flow purposes.
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 1000
Initiative Measure No. 1000 concerns allowing 
certain terminally ill competent adults to obtain 
lethal prescriptions.
 
This measure would permit terminally ill, 
competent, adult Washington residents, who 
are medically predicted to have six months or 
less to live, to request and self-administer 
lethal medication prescribed by a physician. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 1029
Initiative Measure No. 1029 concerns 
long-term care services for the elderly and 
persons with disabilities.
 
This measure would require long-term care 
workers to be certified as home care aides 
based on an examination, with exceptions; 
increase training and criminal background 
check requirements; and establish disciplinary 
standards and procedures. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Benton County Proposition 1
BENTON COUNTY 
 
INCREASE IN LOCAL SALES AND USE TAX 
FOR LAW AND JUSTICE NEEDS 
 
Should Benton County improve public safety 
by funding additional police and corrections 
officers, reducing court congestion, and 
funding law and justice needs such as drug 
court, crime prevention, and mental health 
treatment programs by imposing a sales and 
use tax equal to two tenths of one percent 
(two cents on a ten dollar purchase)? 

Approved

Rejected

President/Vice President
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Barack Obama / Joe 
Biden
Democratic Party Nominees

John McCain / Sarah 
Palin
Republican Party Nominees

Ralph Nader / Matt 
Gonzalez
Independent Candidates

Gloria La Riva / Eugene 
Puryear
Socialist & Liberation Party 
Nominees

James E. Harris / Alyson 
Kennedy
Socialist Workers Party 
Nominees

Bob Barr / Wayne A. Root
Libertarian Party Nominees

Chuck Baldwin / Darrell 
L. Castle
Constitution Party Nominees

Cynthia McKinney / Rosa 
Clemente
Green Party Nominees

write-in

4th Congressional District 
Representative
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Doc Hastings
(Prefers Republican Party)

George Fearing
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Governor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Christine Gregoire
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Dino Rossi
(Prefers G.O.P. Party)

write-in

Lieutenant Governor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Brad Owen
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Marcia McCraw
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

Secretary of State
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Sam Reed
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jason Osgood
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

State Treasurer
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Allan Martin
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jim McIntire
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

State Auditor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Brian Sonntag
(Prefers Democratic Party)

J. Richard (Dick) McEntee
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

Attorney General
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Rob McKenna
(Prefers Republican Party)

John Ladenburg
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Commissioner of Public Lands
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Doug Sutherland
(Prefers Republican Party)

Peter J. Goldmark
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Superintendent of Public Instruction
Nonpartisan Office - Vote For One

Teresa (Terry) Bergeson

Randy Dorn

write-in

Insurance Commissioner
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Mike Kreidler
(Prefers Democratic Party)

John R. Adams
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

8th Legislative District 
Representative Position 1
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Carol L. Moser
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Brad Klippert
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

8th Legislative District 
Representative Position 2
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Larry Haler
(Prefers G.O.P. Party)

Rob Welch
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

16th Legislative District Senator
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Mike Hewitt
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

16th Legislative District 
Representative Position 1
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Maureen Walsh
(Prefers Republican Party)

Dante Lee Montoya
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in
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Repeating ballot titles
3 column

Ballot titles are available in 
the HART Image Library



Official Ballot
General Election 
Benton County, Washington
November 02, 2010 Precinct SAMPLE

Initiative Measure No. 1053
Initiative Measure No. 1053 concerns tax and 
fee increases imposed by state government. 
This measure would restate existing statutory 
requirements that legislative actions raising 
taxes must be approved by two-thirds 
legislative majorities or receive voter approval, 
and that new or increased fees require 
majority legislative approval. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1082
Initiative Measure No. 1082 concerns 
industrial insurance. 
This measure would authorize employers to 
purchase private industrial insurance 
beginning July 1, 2012; direct the legislature to 
enact conforming legislation by March 1, 2012; 
and eliminate the worker-paid share of 
medical-benefit premiums.  
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1098
Initiative Measure No. 1098 concerns 
establishing a state income tax and reducing 
other taxes. 
This measure would tax "adjusted gross 
income" above $200,000 (individuals) and 
$400,000 (joint-filers), reduce state property 
tax levies, reduce certain business and 
occupation taxes, and direct any increased 
revenues to education and health. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1100
Initiative Measure No. 1100 concerns liquor 
(beer, wine and spirits).  
This measure would close state liquor stores; 
authorize sale, distribution, and importation of 
spirits by private parties; and repeal certain 
requirements that govern the business 
operations of beer and wine distributers and 
producers.  
 
Should this measure be enacted into law?

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1105
Initiative Measure No. 1105 concerns liquor 
(beer, wine and spirits). 
This measure would close all state liquor 
stores and license private parties to sell or 
distribute spirits. It would revise laws 
concerning regulation, taxation and 
government revenues from distribution and 
sale of spirits.  
 
Should this measure be enacted into law?

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1107
Initiative Measure No. 1107 concerns 
reversing certain 2010 amendments to state 
tax laws. 
This measure would end sales tax on candy; 
end temporary sales tax on some bottled 
water; end temporary excise taxes on 
carbonated beverages; and reduce tax rates 
for certain food processors. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Referendum Bill No. 52
The legislature has passed Engrossed House 
Bill No. 2561, concerning authorizing and 
funding bonds for energy efficiency projects in 
schools. 
This bill would authorize bonds to finance 
construction and repair projects increasing 
energy efficiency in public schools and higher 
education buildings, and continue the sales 
tax on bottled water otherwise expiring in 
2013. 
 
Should this bill be:

Approved

Rejected

Senate Joint Resolution No. 8225
The legislature has proposed a constitutional 
amendment concerning the limitation on state 
debt. 
This amendment would require the state to 
reduce the interest accounted for in calculating 
the constitutional debt limit, by the amount of 
federal payments scheduled to be received to 
offset that interest. 
 
Should this constitutional amendment be: 

Approved

Rejected

Engrossed Substitute House Joint 
Resolution No. 4220
The legislature has proposed a constitutional 
amendment on denying bail for persons 
charged with certain criminal offenses. 
This amendment would authorize courts to 
deny bail for offenses punishable by the 
possibility of life in prison, on clear and 
convincing evidence of a propensity for 
violence that would likely endanger persons. 
 
Should this constitutional amendment be: 

Approved

Rejected

Removal of County Seat
Should the County Seat of Benton County, 
Washington, be removed from Prosser, 
Washington, to Kennewick, Washington?

For Removal

Against Removal

United States Senator

Patty Murray
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Dino Rossi
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Congressional District 4

Doc Hastings
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jay Clough
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 8 State Senator

Jerome Delvin
(Prefers Republican Party)

Brad Anderson
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 8 State 
Representative Pos. 1 

Brad Klippert
(Prefers Republican Party)

Carol L. Moser
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 8 State 
Representative Pos. 2

Larry Haler
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 16 State 
Representative Pos. 1

Maureen Walsh
(Prefers Republican Party)

Brenda High
(Prefers Constitution Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 16 State 
Representative Pos. 2

Terry R. Nealey
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Assessor

Barbara Wagner
(Prefers Republican Party)

Bill Spencer
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Auditor
4 year short and full term 

Brenda Chilton
(Prefers Republican Party)

Claude L. Oliver
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Clerk

Josie Delvin
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Commissioner 
District #2

Max E. Benitz Jr.
(Prefers Republican Party)

Shon Small
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Coroner

John Hansens
(Prefers Republican Party)

Alberta (Bert) Redwing
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Prosecuting Attorney

Andy Miller
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Write-in

Benton County Sheriff

Steve Keane
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Vote Both Sides

Vote Both Sides

Sa
m

pl
e 

B
al

lo
t

Sa
m

pl
e 

B
al

lo
t

12
00

19
80

10
00

74

22
43

03
11

05

00
00

00
00

11
02

1Group ballot titles
3 column

Ballot titles are available in 
the HART Image Library

Recommended



Official Ballot
General Election 
Benton County, Washington
November 02, 2010 Precinct SAMPLE

Initiative Measure No. 1053
Initiative Measure No. 1053 concerns tax and 
fee increases imposed by state government. 
This measure would restate existing statutory 
requirements that legislative actions raising 
taxes must be approved by two-thirds 
legislative majorities or receive voter approval, 
and that new or increased fees require 
majority legislative approval. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1082
Initiative Measure No. 1082 concerns 
industrial insurance. 
This measure would authorize employers to 
purchase private industrial insurance 
beginning July 1, 2012; direct the legislature to 
enact conforming legislation by March 1, 2012; 
and eliminate the worker-paid share of 
medical-benefit premiums.  
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1098
Initiative Measure No. 1098 concerns 
establishing a state income tax and reducing 
other taxes. 
This measure would tax "adjusted gross 
income" above $200,000 (individuals) and 
$400,000 (joint-filers), reduce state property 
tax levies, reduce certain business and 
occupation taxes, and direct any increased 
revenues to education and health. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1100
Initiative Measure No. 1100 concerns liquor 
(beer, wine and spirits).  
This measure would close state liquor stores; 
authorize sale, distribution, and importation of 
spirits by private parties; and repeal certain 
requirements that govern the business 
operations of beer and wine distributers and 
producers.  
 
Should this measure be enacted into law?

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1105
Initiative Measure No. 1105 concerns liquor 
(beer, wine and spirits). 
This measure would close all state liquor 
stores and license private parties to sell or 
distribute spirits. It would revise laws 
concerning regulation, taxation and 
government revenues from distribution and 
sale of spirits.  
 
Should this measure be enacted into law?

Yes

No

Initiative Measure No. 1107
Initiative Measure No. 1107 concerns 
reversing certain 2010 amendments to state 
tax laws. 
This measure would end sales tax on candy; 
end temporary sales tax on some bottled 
water; end temporary excise taxes on 
carbonated beverages; and reduce tax rates 
for certain food processors. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Referendum Bill No. 52
The legislature has passed Engrossed House 
Bill No. 2561, concerning authorizing and 
funding bonds for energy efficiency projects in 
schools. 
This bill would authorize bonds to finance 
construction and repair projects increasing 
energy efficiency in public schools and higher 
education buildings, and continue the sales 
tax on bottled water otherwise expiring in 
2013. 
 
Should this bill be:

Approved

Rejected

Senate Joint Resolution No. 8225
The legislature has proposed a constitutional 
amendment concerning the limitation on state 
debt. 
This amendment would require the state to 
reduce the interest accounted for in calculating 
the constitutional debt limit, by the amount of 
federal payments scheduled to be received to 
offset that interest. 
 
Should this constitutional amendment be: 

Approved

Rejected

Engrossed Substitute House Joint 
Resolution No. 4220
The legislature has proposed a constitutional 
amendment on denying bail for persons 
charged with certain criminal offenses. 
This amendment would authorize courts to 
deny bail for offenses punishable by the 
possibility of life in prison, on clear and 
convincing evidence of a propensity for 
violence that would likely endanger persons. 
 
Should this constitutional amendment be: 

Approved

Rejected

Removal of County Seat
Should the County Seat of Benton County, 
Washington, be removed from Prosser, 
Washington, to Kennewick, Washington?

For Removal

Against Removal

United States Senator

Patty Murray
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Dino Rossi
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Congressional District 4

Doc Hastings
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jay Clough
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 8 State Senator

Jerome Delvin
(Prefers Republican Party)

Brad Anderson
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 8 State 
Representative Pos. 1 

Brad Klippert
(Prefers Republican Party)

Carol L. Moser
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 8 State 
Representative Pos. 2

Larry Haler
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 16 State 
Representative Pos. 1

Maureen Walsh
(Prefers Republican Party)

Brenda High
(Prefers Constitution Party)

Write-in

Legislative District 16 State 
Representative Pos. 2

Terry R. Nealey
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Assessor

Barbara Wagner
(Prefers Republican Party)

Bill Spencer
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Auditor
4 year short and full term 

Brenda Chilton
(Prefers Republican Party)

Claude L. Oliver
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Clerk

Josie Delvin
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Commissioner 
District #2

Max E. Benitz Jr.
(Prefers Republican Party)

Shon Small
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Coroner

John Hansens
(Prefers Republican Party)

Alberta (Bert) Redwing
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in

Benton County Prosecuting Attorney

Andy Miller
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Write-in

Benton County Sheriff

Steve Keane
(Prefers Republican Party)

Write-in
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Official Ballot
Benton County, Washington
General Election
November 04, 2008 Precinct SAMPLE
1. Vote your ballot in private
2. Use a black or blue ink pen
3. Fill in the box to the left of your 
choice 
4. To correct any mistakes draw a 
line through the entire candidate's 
name. You then have the option of 
making another choice.
5. For a write-in candidate, fill in the 
write-in box and write the name of 
the candidate in the space provided
6. Vote for only one candidate in 
each race
7. If you sign or identify yourself on 
this ballot, it will not be counted
8. For additional information about 
disability access units, please call 
(509)736-3085 or (509)786-5618
9. Refer to your yellow Secrecy 
Envelope and Insert for additional 
instructions.

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 985
Initiative Measure No. 985 concerns 
transportation.
 
This measure would open high- occupancy 
vehicle lanes to all traffic during specified 
hours, require traffic light synchronization, 
increase roadside assistance funding, and 
dedicate certain taxes, fines, tolls and other 
revenues to traffic-flow purposes.
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 1000
Initiative Measure No. 1000 concerns allowing 
certain terminally ill competent adults to obtain 
lethal prescriptions.
 
This measure would permit terminally ill, 
competent, adult Washington residents, who 
are medically predicted to have six months or 
less to live, to request and self-administer 
lethal medication prescribed by a physician. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 1029
Initiative Measure No. 1029 concerns 
long-term care services for the elderly and 
persons with disabilities.
 
This measure would require long-term care 
workers to be certified as home care aides 
based on an examination, with exceptions; 
increase training and criminal background 
check requirements; and establish disciplinary 
standards and procedures. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Benton County Proposition 1
BENTON COUNTY 
 
INCREASE IN LOCAL SALES AND USE TAX 
FOR LAW AND JUSTICE NEEDS 
 
Should Benton County improve public safety 
by funding additional police and corrections 
officers, reducing court congestion, and 
funding law and justice needs such as drug 
court, crime prevention, and mental health 
treatment programs by imposing a sales and 
use tax equal to two tenths of one percent 
(two cents on a ten dollar purchase)? 

Approved

Rejected

President/Vice President
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Barack Obama / Joe 
Biden
Democratic Party Nominees

John McCain / Sarah 
Palin
Republican Party Nominees

Ralph Nader / Matt 
Gonzalez
Independent Candidates

Gloria La Riva / Eugene 
Puryear
Socialist & Liberation Party 
Nominees

James E. Harris / Alyson 
Kennedy
Socialist Workers Party 
Nominees

Bob Barr / Wayne A. Root
Libertarian Party Nominees

Chuck Baldwin / Darrell 
L. Castle
Constitution Party Nominees

Cynthia McKinney / Rosa 
Clemente
Green Party Nominees

write-in

4th Congressional District 
Representative
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Doc Hastings
(Prefers Republican Party)

George Fearing
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Governor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Christine Gregoire
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Dino Rossi
(Prefers G.O.P. Party)

write-in

Lieutenant Governor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Brad Owen
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Marcia McCraw
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

Secretary of State
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Sam Reed
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jason Osgood
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

State Treasurer
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Allan Martin
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jim McIntire
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

State Auditor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Brian Sonntag
(Prefers Democratic Party)

J. Richard (Dick) McEntee
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

Attorney General
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Rob McKenna
(Prefers Republican Party)

John Ladenburg
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Commissioner of Public Lands
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Doug Sutherland
(Prefers Republican Party)

Peter J. Goldmark
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Superintendent of Public Instruction
Nonpartisan Office - Vote For One

Teresa (Terry) Bergeson

Randy Dorn

write-in

Insurance Commissioner
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Mike Kreidler
(Prefers Democratic Party)

John R. Adams
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

8th Legislative District 
Representative Position 1
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Carol L. Moser
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Brad Klippert
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

8th Legislative District 
Representative Position 2
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Larry Haler
(Prefers G.O.P. Party)

Rob Welch
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

16th Legislative District Senator
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Mike Hewitt
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

16th Legislative District 
Representative Position 1
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Maureen Walsh
(Prefers Republican Party)

Dante Lee Montoya
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Vote Both Sides

Vote Both Sides

Sa
m

pl
e 

B
al

lo
t

Sa
m

pl
e 

B
al

lo
t

12
00

23
20

10
00

12

15
73

03
11

53

00
00

00
02

11
20

Repeat in contest 
details for each office
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Ballot titles are available in 
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Instructions

How to vote

Use a dark blue or black ink 
pen to completely fill in the box  
to the left of your choice.
Vote for one in each race. 
If you vote for more than  
one, no votes will be counted  
for that race. 

If you make a mistake

Option 1

Option 3

Option 2

Draw a line through the  
entire measure response  
or candidate’s name.
Then you may make another 
choice.

Optional write-in

To vote for a candidate not 
listed for that race, fill in the box 
to the left of “write-in” and print 
the name on the line.

Official Ballot
Benton County, Washington
General Election
November 04, 2008 Precinct SAMPLE
1. Vote your ballot in private
2. Use a black or blue ink pen
3. Fill in the box to the left of your 
choice 
4. To correct any mistakes draw a 
line through the entire candidate's 
name. You then have the option of 
making another choice.
5. For a write-in candidate, fill in the 
write-in box and write the name of 
the candidate in the space provided
6. Vote for only one candidate in 
each race
7. If you sign or identify yourself on 
this ballot, it will not be counted
8. For additional information about 
disability access units, please call 
(509)736-3085 or (509)786-5618
9. Refer to your yellow Secrecy 
Envelope and Insert for additional 
instructions.

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 985
Initiative Measure No. 985 concerns 
transportation.
 
This measure would open high- occupancy 
vehicle lanes to all traffic during specified 
hours, require traffic light synchronization, 
increase roadside assistance funding, and 
dedicate certain taxes, fines, tolls and other 
revenues to traffic-flow purposes.
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 1000
Initiative Measure No. 1000 concerns allowing 
certain terminally ill competent adults to obtain 
lethal prescriptions.
 
This measure would permit terminally ill, 
competent, adult Washington residents, who 
are medically predicted to have six months or 
less to live, to request and self-administer 
lethal medication prescribed by a physician. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 1029
Initiative Measure No. 1029 concerns 
long-term care services for the elderly and 
persons with disabilities.
 
This measure would require long-term care 
workers to be certified as home care aides 
based on an examination, with exceptions; 
increase training and criminal background 
check requirements; and establish disciplinary 
standards and procedures. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Benton County Proposition 1
BENTON COUNTY 
 
INCREASE IN LOCAL SALES AND USE TAX 
FOR LAW AND JUSTICE NEEDS 
 
Should Benton County improve public safety 
by funding additional police and corrections 
officers, reducing court congestion, and 
funding law and justice needs such as drug 
court, crime prevention, and mental health 
treatment programs by imposing a sales and 
use tax equal to two tenths of one percent 
(two cents on a ten dollar purchase)? 

Approved

Rejected

President/Vice President
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Barack Obama / Joe 
Biden
Democratic Party Nominees

John McCain / Sarah 
Palin
Republican Party Nominees

Ralph Nader / Matt 
Gonzalez
Independent Candidates

Gloria La Riva / Eugene 
Puryear
Socialist & Liberation Party 
Nominees

James E. Harris / Alyson 
Kennedy
Socialist Workers Party 
Nominees

Bob Barr / Wayne A. Root
Libertarian Party Nominees

Chuck Baldwin / Darrell 
L. Castle
Constitution Party Nominees

Cynthia McKinney / Rosa 
Clemente
Green Party Nominees

write-in

4th Congressional District 
Representative
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Doc Hastings
(Prefers Republican Party)

George Fearing
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Governor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Christine Gregoire
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Dino Rossi
(Prefers G.O.P. Party)

write-in

Lieutenant Governor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Brad Owen
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Marcia McCraw
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

Secretary of State
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Sam Reed
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jason Osgood
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

State Treasurer
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Allan Martin
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jim McIntire
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

State Auditor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Brian Sonntag
(Prefers Democratic Party)

J. Richard (Dick) McEntee
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

Attorney General
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Rob McKenna
(Prefers Republican Party)

John Ladenburg
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Commissioner of Public Lands
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Doug Sutherland
(Prefers Republican Party)

Peter J. Goldmark
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Superintendent of Public Instruction
Nonpartisan Office - Vote For One

Teresa (Terry) Bergeson

Randy Dorn

write-in

Insurance Commissioner
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Mike Kreidler
(Prefers Democratic Party)

John R. Adams
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

8th Legislative District 
Representative Position 1
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Carol L. Moser
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Brad Klippert
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

8th Legislative District 
Representative Position 2
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Larry Haler
(Prefers G.O.P. Party)

Rob Welch
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

16th Legislative District Senator
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Mike Hewitt
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

16th Legislative District 
Representative Position 1
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Maureen Walsh
(Prefers Republican Party)

Dante Lee Montoya
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in
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Repeat “Vote for 1” 
in contest details and 
“Partisan” in title for 
group of offices

Official Ballot
Benton County, Washington
General Election
November 04, 2008 Precinct SAMPLE
1. Vote your ballot in private
2. Use a black or blue ink pen
3. Fill in the box to the left of your 
choice 
4. To correct any mistakes draw a 
line through the entire candidate's 
name. You then have the option of 
making another choice.
5. For a write-in candidate, fill in the 
write-in box and write the name of 
the candidate in the space provided
6. Vote for only one candidate in 
each race
7. If you sign or identify yourself on 
this ballot, it will not be counted
8. For additional information about 
disability access units, please call 
(509)736-3085 or (509)786-5618
9. Refer to your yellow Secrecy 
Envelope and Insert for additional 
instructions.

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 985
Initiative Measure No. 985 concerns 
transportation.
 
This measure would open high- occupancy 
vehicle lanes to all traffic during specified 
hours, require traffic light synchronization, 
increase roadside assistance funding, and 
dedicate certain taxes, fines, tolls and other 
revenues to traffic-flow purposes.
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 1000
Initiative Measure No. 1000 concerns allowing 
certain terminally ill competent adults to obtain 
lethal prescriptions.
 
This measure would permit terminally ill, 
competent, adult Washington residents, who 
are medically predicted to have six months or 
less to live, to request and self-administer 
lethal medication prescribed by a physician. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 1029
Initiative Measure No. 1029 concerns 
long-term care services for the elderly and 
persons with disabilities.
 
This measure would require long-term care 
workers to be certified as home care aides 
based on an examination, with exceptions; 
increase training and criminal background 
check requirements; and establish disciplinary 
standards and procedures. 
 
Should this measure be enacted into law? 

Yes

No

Benton County Proposition 1
BENTON COUNTY 
 
INCREASE IN LOCAL SALES AND USE TAX 
FOR LAW AND JUSTICE NEEDS 
 
Should Benton County improve public safety 
by funding additional police and corrections 
officers, reducing court congestion, and 
funding law and justice needs such as drug 
court, crime prevention, and mental health 
treatment programs by imposing a sales and 
use tax equal to two tenths of one percent 
(two cents on a ten dollar purchase)? 

Approved

Rejected

President/Vice President
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Barack Obama / Joe 
Biden
Democratic Party Nominees

John McCain / Sarah 
Palin
Republican Party Nominees

Ralph Nader / Matt 
Gonzalez
Independent Candidates

Gloria La Riva / Eugene 
Puryear
Socialist & Liberation Party 
Nominees

James E. Harris / Alyson 
Kennedy
Socialist Workers Party 
Nominees

Bob Barr / Wayne A. Root
Libertarian Party Nominees

Chuck Baldwin / Darrell 
L. Castle
Constitution Party Nominees

Cynthia McKinney / Rosa 
Clemente
Green Party Nominees

write-in

4th Congressional District 
Representative
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Doc Hastings
(Prefers Republican Party)

George Fearing
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Governor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Christine Gregoire
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Dino Rossi
(Prefers G.O.P. Party)

write-in

Lieutenant Governor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Brad Owen
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Marcia McCraw
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

Secretary of State
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Sam Reed
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jason Osgood
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

State Treasurer
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Allan Martin
(Prefers Republican Party)

Jim McIntire
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

State Auditor
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Brian Sonntag
(Prefers Democratic Party)

J. Richard (Dick) McEntee
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

Attorney General
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Rob McKenna
(Prefers Republican Party)

John Ladenburg
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Commissioner of Public Lands
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Doug Sutherland
(Prefers Republican Party)

Peter J. Goldmark
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in

Superintendent of Public Instruction
Nonpartisan Office - Vote For One

Teresa (Terry) Bergeson

Randy Dorn

write-in

Insurance Commissioner
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Mike Kreidler
(Prefers Democratic Party)

John R. Adams
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

8th Legislative District 
Representative Position 1
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Carol L. Moser
(Prefers Democratic Party)

Brad Klippert
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

8th Legislative District 
Representative Position 2
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Larry Haler
(Prefers G.O.P. Party)

Rob Welch
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

16th Legislative District Senator
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Mike Hewitt
(Prefers Republican Party)

write-in

16th Legislative District 
Representative Position 1
Partisan Office - Vote For One

Maureen Walsh
(Prefers Republican Party)

Dante Lee Montoya
(Prefers Democratic Party)

write-in
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Ballot Design Tips & Tricks
Keep your file sizes small



Image Name Length File Size
Regular 6.1108 inches 3,266 KB / 3.19 MB
Regular in 8pt 4.9215 inches 2,631 KB / 2.57 MB
Less Images 5.1663 inches 2,768 KB / 2.70 MB
Less Images in 8pt 3.9514 inches 2,109 KB / 2.06 MB

Recap of Lengths 
and File Sizes

Ballot images and titles are available 
in the HART Image Library.  
 
We will be adding Bilingual, Spanish, 
and eSlate images to the HART Image 
Library and Ballot Design Guide before 
the General Election.

Both the HART Image Library and Ballot 
Design Guide are available on the HART 
User Group web site.

updated Summer 2010, V.1.1

*  For counties using pre-Summer 2010 
Hart templates

Jenny Greeve 
AIGA / D4D Washington State Design Fellow

Hart InterCivic

Washington State Hart Counties

Washington Secretary of State 
Elections Division

HAVA

Hart Ballot  
Design Guide*



Ballot Design Tips & Tricks
Keep your file sizes small

Removing shading does not make the file size smaller

Avoid decreasing usability of ballot for quicker production 
turn around

Best font size is 12pt. Our images use 10pt and the bare 
minimum is 8pt.


